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Safe Practices for Better healthcare:  2008 Update

Call for Nominations to the Maintenance Committee
NQF is seeking nominations for individuals to fill open seats on the Safe Practices for Better Healthcare Maintenance Committee, the group charged with maintaining the currency of the existing set of Safe Practices and evaluating new practices for inclusion.  NQF is specifically seeking individuals with expertise in nursing care and operations, systems engineering and/or health information technology.   Since this call is to fill vacant seats on a standing committee, nominations will be collected via an expedited process; all nominations are due to NQF by 6:00PM, Friday, February 15, 2008.
BACKGROUND:  In 2003, NQF endorsed 30 Safe Practices that should be universally utilized to reduce the risk of harm and errors to patients.  Since their endorsement, the Safe Practices have been instituted in healthcare facilities nationwide and have been incorporated in many quality improvement efforts, including the Leapfrog quality and safety survey.  In 2006, NQF undertook an update of the original set and endorsed a set of practices with significantly expanded specifications, supporting literature, and guidance for implementation.  In 2008, NQF will undertake a second update to review the evidence base for existing practices, strengthen implementation guidance, update research recommendations, and evaluate new practices.
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE:  The Safe Practices Maintenance Committee was convened in June 2005 to ensure that the Safe Practices remain current and consistent with the best medical and scientific evidence.  As with other NQF consensus projects, the Maintenance Committee represents key healthcare constituencies, including consumers, healthcare providers, purchasers, and other critical stakeholders in care.  Three seats on the Maintenance Committee have opened as originally appointed members’ terms have expired; to maintain a balance of expertise and stakeholder viewpoints, new nominees to the committee should have expertise in nursing care and operations, systems engineering and/or health information technology.
TIME COMMITMENT:  Maintenance Committee members must be available to attend an in-person meeting in Atlanta, GA on March 25, 2008 and potentially an additional in-person meeting in Washington, DC in the fall of 2008, if a follow-up meeting is deemed necessary.  The Maintenance Committee will hold regular conference calls through December 2008.  Conference calls will be held on a monthly basis at minimum, and may occur more frequently if workload demands.
CONSIDERATION AND SUBSTITUTION:  Priority will be given to nominations from NQF Members.  Please note that nominations are for an individual, not an organization, so “substitutions” of other individuals from an organization at conference calls are not permitted.  All potential Maintenance Committee members must disclose any current and past interests during the nomination process.
MATERIAL TO SUBMIT:  Self-nominations are welcome.  Third-party nominations must indicate that the individual has been contacted and is willing to serve.  To be considered for appointment to the Maintenance Committee, please send the following information:  
· a completed nomination form (see below);

· confirmation of availability to participate in meetings and conference calls;
· a 2-page letter of interest, highlighting experience/knowledge relevant to the expertise described above and involvement in candidate measure development; and
· curriculum vitae and/or list of relevant experience (e.g., publications) up to 20 pages; and
· completed “Disclosure of Interest” form.

Submissions via email attachment to info@qualityforum.org, subject line “Safe Practices Nominations” are strongly preferred.  Mail, fax or courier nominations may be sent to:
National Quality Forum

ATTN: Safe Practices 2008 Update
601 Thirteenth St, NW

Suite 500 North

Washington, DC  20005

FAX:  202.783.3434
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:   All nominations MUST be submitted by 6:00pm ET on Friday, February 15, 2008.
QUESTIONS:  If you have any questions, please contact, Tamiko Gary, Program Administrative Manager, at 202.783.1300 or email your questions to info@qualityforum.org.  Thank you for your participation in the NQF consensus development process.
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Nominations are not valid for consideration unless all form fields are complete.  Please verify your nominee’s contact information before submitting the nomination.  If you are nominating multiple individuals, you must submit a separate, completed form for each nominee.  Please submit the completed form, the nominee’s CV or resume (max 20 pages), and a 2 page letter of interest written by you or the nominee summarizing relevant expertise and knowledge.  Electronic submissions are strongly encouraged and should be sent to info@qualityforum.org, subject line “Safe Practices Nomination”.  Mail, fax, or courier nominations can be sent to:

National Quality Forum

ATTN: Safe Practices 2008 Update
601 13th Street, NW, Suite 500 North

Washington, DC 20005

FAX: 202.783.3434

Nominee Information
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	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	First and Last Name
	     

	Suffix (MD, PhD, etc)
	     

	Title
	     

	Organization
	     

	NQF Member Council
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	Mailing Address
	     

	City
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	     —    

	Fedex Address (if different from above)
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	   —   —     x     
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