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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO STEERING COMMITTEE

Patient Safety Reporting
NQF is seeking nominations for members of a Steering Committee for a new project to endorse a framework report regarding the measurement, evaluation and public reporting of health care acquired conditions (HAC). 

BACKGROUND: The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recognizes the importance of identifying and reporting about healthcare acquired conditions (HACs) that are not necessarily NQF-endorsed Serious Reportable Events, nor specific hospital acquired conditions that are related to payment or reimbursement practices. There is also recognition that these new HACs should be expanded into other environments of care beyond hospital settings and that they should be relevant and applicable for these non-hospital settings. 
Public reports on healthcare quality are sponsored by many types of organizations and entities.  Such reports are relatively new on the landscape; thus while they provide valuable information, when taken together they lack the common approach and standardization that could permit evaluation, trending and learning at a national level.  NQF has endorsed frameworks that address performance evaluation, quality measurement and reporting, and most recently guidelines for consumer-focused public reporting.  While each of these reports provides valuable guidance, none have specifically provided guidelines for measuring, evaluating and publicly reporting HACs, including serious reportable events.  Appreciating that the related research base is evolving, NQF will draw upon the research base as well as existing measurement, evaluation and reporting initiatives, including those at state and national levels, to develop an HAC framework.
STEERING COMMITTEE:  A Steering Committee will oversee the development of the framework, including recommendations that should be endorsed as consensus standards for measuring, evaluating and publicly reporting HACs.  The Steering Committee, comprising 12 – 15 individuals, will represent the range of stakeholder perspectives, including consumers, purchasers, quality improvement professionals, researchers, and healthcare system professionals possessing relevant knowledge and/or experience related to safety and event measurement, evaluation and reporting and statistical modeling.  Steering Committee members should not have a conflict of interest, as described in the NQF Conflict of Interest Policy, with respect to any particular  HAC/patient safety framework now in use.  All potential Steering Committee members must disclose any current and past activities during the nomination process.

As with all NQF projects, the Steering Committee will work with NQF staff to develop specific project plans, provide advice about the subject, ensure input is obtained from relevant sources and stakeholders, review draft products, and make specific recommendations to NQF Members for consideration under the Consensus Development Process.  
TIME COMMITMENT:  The Steering Committee will meet in person for a two-day meeting on Wednesday and Thursday, December 9 and 10, 2009 in Washington, DC.  Additionally, Steering Committee members will meet at a minimum of three times by conference call for approximately two hours each.  E-mail communications and conference calls will occur both before and after the Washington meeting. For overall project continuity, the Steering Committee co-chair also will serve as a member of the Patient Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC), which will have a meeting schedule similar to that of this Steering Committee.  Attendance at those meetings will be planned based on relevance of PSOC meeting content to the Patient Safety Reporting Steering Committee work 
CONSIDERATION AND SUBSTITUTION:  Priority will be given to nominations from NQF Members.  Please note that nominations are to an individual, not an organization, so “substitutions” of other individuals from an organization at conference calls are not permitted.  
MATERIAL TO SUBMIT:  Self-nominations are welcome.  Third-party nominations must indicate that the individual has been contacted and is willing to serve.  To be considered for appointment to the Steering Committee, please send the following information:  
· a completed nomination form (attached);

· confirmation of availability to participate in the December 9-10, 2009 in person meeting;

· a 2-page letter of interest AND a 100 word maximum biography, highlighting experience/knowledge relevant to the expertise described above; and
· curriculum vitae and/or list of relevant experience (e.g., publications) up to 20 pages; and
· completed “Non-Disclosure Agreement” form. 
Materials should only be submitted via email to patientsafety@qualityforum.org Attn: “Nominations”
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:   Please note that the deadline for submitting nominations has been extended: All nominations MUST be submitted by 6:00pm ET on October 15, 2009. 

QUESTIONS:  If you have any questions, please contact Melinda Murphy, RN, MS, NE-BC, at 202.531.0550 or patientsafety@qualityforum.org .  Thank you for your assistance! 
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