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Expert Panel

Peter Crooks, MD
Associate Medical Director for Operations
Southern California Permanente Medical Group

Peter Crooks, MD, is an Associate Medical Director of the Southern California Permanente
Medical Group and Senior Medical Consultant to its Renal Business Group. In addition to his
direct patient care activities at Kaiser Permanente, he has long been interested in improving
outcomes for patients with kidney disease. Dr. Crooks served as physician director for the
Southern California Kaiser Permanente Renal Program from 1997 until 2009. During that time
he was medical director for the Medicare End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Managed Care
Demonstration Project in Southern California and Medical Director of Optimal Renal Care, a
national renal disease management company. He was a member of the National Kidney
Foundation’s Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative advisory board and has served as co-
chair of the National Quality Forum (NQF) Steering Committee to develop National VVoluntary
Consensus Standards for ESRD and Chronic Kidney Disease.

Jeffrey Berns, MD
Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine

Jeffrey Berns, MD, is professor of medicine and pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania
School of Medicine and associate chief of University of Pennsylvania’s renal-electrolyte and
hypertension division. He is also President-Elect of the National Kidney Foundation. Dr. Berns’
clinical and research interests are in the areas of chronic kidney disease, renal pharmacology, and
critical care nephrology. He is the National Kidney Foundation’s Kidney Disease Outcomes
Quality Initiative’s vice-chair for clinical practice guidelines and commentaries, a member of the
Kidney Disease Improving Global Outcomes anemia workgroup, and a member of the American
Board of Internal Medicine nephrology subspecialty board. Dr. Berns went to medical school
and completed residency training in internal medicine at Case Western Reserve University
School of Medicine and his fellowship in nephrology at Yale University.



Michael Fischer, MD, MSPH
Associate Professor of Medicine
Department of Veterans Affairs, University of Illinois

Michael Fischer, MD, MSPH, MBA, is a practicing nephrologist and health services
researcher. Dr. Fischer has a clinical and research background in end stage renal disease
(ESRD) and chronic kidney disease (CKD). He is a member of the National Kidney
Foundation of Illinois Scientific Advisory Board, American Society of Nephrology Career
Development Grants Review Committee, and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) CKD
Performance Measures Working Group. In this latter role, he is collaborating with VA Office
of Informatics and Analytics to develop formal CKD performance measures in VA. He is
principal and co- investigator of National Institutes of Health and VA funded research studies
and author of numerous publications in these areas.

Joseph V. Nally, Jr., MD
Director, Center for Chronic Kidney
Disease Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Joseph Nally, Jr., MD, is a board certified nephrologist and director of Center for Chronic
Kidney Disease at Cleveland Clinic. Dr. Nally is the principal investigator of Cleveland
Clinic Foundation-Internal Review Board which approved Development of a Chronic
Kidney Disease (CKD) Registry. Dr Nally is the Principal Investigator of the NIDDK-
funded trial entitled “Navigating the Challenges of CKD”. Dr Nally is a Clinical Professor
of Medicine and co-directs the renal biology curriculum at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner
College of Medicine at CWRU.

Andrew Narva, MD
Director, National Kidney Disease Education Program
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases, National Institutes of Health

Andrew Narva, MD, is the director of the National Kidney Disease Education Program at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH). Before joining NIH, Dr. Narva served as the chief clinical
consultant for nephrology for the Indian Health Service, a public health service agency that
provides healthcare to over one million American Indians and Alaska Natives. He has served
as a member of the Medical Review Board of ESRD Network 15 and as chair of the Minority
Outreach Committee of the National Kidney Foundation. He serves on the National Kidney
Foundation Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative work group on chronic diabetes and is
a member of the Eighth Report of the Joint National Committeeon Prevention, Detection,
Evaluation, and Treatment of High Blood PressureExpert Panel. In 2002, Dr. Narva was
recognized by the Indian Health Service National Council of Clinical Directors as Physician
Leader of the Year and by the U.S. Public Health Service as the Clinical Physician of the Year.
In 2003, he received the United States Public Health Service Distinguished Service Medal, the
highest recognition awarded to commissioned officers. Dr. Narva is a graduate of Harvard
Medical School and is board certified in internal medicine and nephrology.



Debra Hain, PhD, APRN, ANP-BC, GNP-BC
Assistant Professor, Florida Atlantic University

Debra Hain, PhD, APRN has over 25 years of working in various areas of nephrology nursing.
She is an Assistant Professor of Nursing at Florida Atlantic University and works part-time as
a nurse practitioner at Cleveland Clinic Florida where she conducts CKD education and rounds
on individuals receiving renal replacement therapy. She has done podium and poster
presentations at local, national, and international conferences. She has several publications
discussing care of individuals with CKD and older people with cognitive impairment. Dr.
Hain’s research focus is exploring strategies to improve health outcomes for older adults with
chronic disease; CKD/cognitive impairment.

Greg Miller, PhD
Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University

Greg Miller, PhD, is a Professor in the Pathology Department at Virginia Commonwealth
University where he serves as Director of Clinical Chemistry and Director of Pathology
Information Systems. He was President of the American Association for Clinical Chemistry in
2012 and is an associate editor for the journal Clinical Chemistry. Other professional activities
include: President-elect of the Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute, Chair of the
Laboratory Working Group of the National Kidney Disease Education Program, Chair of the
Working Group for Commutability of the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and
Laboratory Medicine.
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