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Final Roster 

Cardiovascular Standing Committee 

 

Mary George, MD, MSPH, FACS, FAHA 
Senior Medical Officer, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division for Heart Disease 

and Stroke Prevention 

Decatur, Georgia 

Thomas Kottke, MD, MSPH 
Medical Director for Population Health, Consulting Cardiologist, HealthPartners 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Sana Al-Khatib, MD, MHS 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Duke University Medical Center 
Durham, North Carolina 

Carol Allred, BA 
Immediate Past Chair, Board of Directors, WomenHeart: The National Coalition for Women with 

Heart Disease 

Harker Heights, Texas 

 

Linda Baas, PhD, RN 

Heart Failure Nurse Practitioner, University of Cincinnati Physicians 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Linda Briggs, DNP 
Assistant Professor, George Washington University, School of Nursing 
Washington, District of Columbia 

Leslie Cho, MD 

Section Head, Preventive Cardiology and Rehabilitation, Cleveland Clinic 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Joseph Cleveland, MD 
Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery & Surgical Director for Adult Cardiac 

Transplantation/Mechanical Cardiac Assist Devices, University of Colorado Denver 

Aurora, Colorado 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
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Michael Crouch, MD, MSPH, FAAFP 
Research Director and Quality Improvement Program Director, Memorial Family Medicine 

Residency Program and Associate Clinical Professor of Family Medicine, Texas A & M University 

School of Medicine 

Bryan, Texas 

Elizabeth DeLong, PhD 
Professor and Chair, Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics, Duke University Medical 

Center 

Durham, North Carolina 

Kumar Dharmarajan, MD, MBA  
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Yale School of Medicine  
New Haven, Connecticut 

William Downey, MD 
Medical Director, Interventional Cardiology Sanger Heart and Vascular Institute, Carolinas 
HealthCare System 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Brian Forrest, MD 
Family Physician and CEO of Access Healthcare Direct 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Ellen Hillegass, PT, EdD, CCS, FAACVPR, FAPTA 

American Physical Therapy Association 

Sandy Springs, Georgia 

Thomas James, MD 
Chief Medical Officer, Baptist Health Plan and Baptist Health Community Care 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Charles Mahan, PharmD, PhC, RPh 
Presbyterian Healthcare Services, Clinical Assistant Professor of Pharmacy, University of New 
Mexico 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Joel Marrs, Pharm.D., FCCP, FASHP, FNLA, BCPS-AQ Cardiology, BCACP, CLS 

Associate Professor, Department of Clinical Pharmacy, Skaggs School of Pharmacy and 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 

Aurora, Colorado 

Gerard R. Martin, MD 
Senior Vice President, HLK, Medical Director, Global Services, Children’s National Health System 

Washington, District of Columbia 

Kristi Mitchell, MPH 
Senior Vice President, Avalere Health, LLC 
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Washington, District of Columbia 

Gary Puckrein, PhD 
President, National Minority Quality Forum  
Washington, District of Columbia 

Nicholas Ruggiero, MD FACP FACC FSCAI FSVM FCPP 
Director of Structural Heart Disease and Non-Coronary Interventions, Thomas Jefferson 

University Hospital 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Jason Spangler, MD, MPH, FACPM 
Executive Director, Medical Policy, Amgen, Inc. 

Washington, District of Columbia 

Mladen Vidovich, MD 
Chief of Cardiology, Jesse Brown VA Medical Center 

Chicago, Illinois 

Daniel Waxman, MD, PhD 
Natural Scientist for RAND, Visiting Associate Professor at University of California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 

 


