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Health Policy Research

 Philip Alberti, PhD, Association of American 
Medical Colleges

 Susannah Bernheim, MD, MHS, Yale New Haven 
Health System Center for Outcomes Research and 
Evaluation

 Michelle Cabrera, SEIU California
 Juan Emilio Carrillo, MD, MPH, Weill Cornell 

Medical College
 Lisa Cooper, MD, MPH, FACP, Johns Hopkins 

University School of Medicine
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Center
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Outcomes Research Institute
 Lisa Iezzoni, MD, MSc, Harvard Medical School
 David Nerenz, PhD, Henry Ford Health System
 Yolanda Ogbolu, PhD, CRNP-Neonatal, University 
of Maryland Baltimore, School of Nursing
 Bob Rauner, MD, MPH, FAAFP, Partnership for a 
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 Eduardo Sanchez, MD, MPH, FAAFP, American 
Heart Association
 Sarah Hudson Scholle, MPH, DrPH, National 
Committee for Quality Assurance
 Thomas Sequist, MD, MPH, Partners Healthcare 
System
 Christie Teigland, PhD, Inovalon, Inc.
 Mara Youdelman, JD, LLM, National Health Law 
Program



NQF Project Team 
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 Helen Burstin, MD, MPH
▫ Chief Scientific Officer  

 Erin O'Rourke
▫ Senior Director 

 Andrew Anderson, MHA 
▫ Senior Project Manager 
 Tara Murphy
▫ Project Manger 
 Mauricio Menendez 
▫ Project Analyst 



Agenda 
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 Review SDS trial progress to date
 Review background, scope, and objectives for new the 

disparities project
 Obtain input on first literature review disparities in 

target conditions based on select social risk factors 
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New Scope of Work: 
Reducing Health and Health Care Disparities 
Related to Social Risk Factors 



Project Objectives 
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NQF seeks to obtain multi-stakeholder guidance 
how performance measurement can be used to 
address disparities health and healthcare in the 
following target conditions: 

» Cardiovascular disease
» Cancer
» Diabetes and chronic kidney disease
» Infant mortality/low birth rate
» Mental illness

 The Committee will examine these disparities based the 
social risk factors outlined in the 2016 National Academies 
Report Accounting for social risk factors in Medicare 
payment: Identifying social risk factors.



Project Activities 
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Under contract with the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
this one year project will involve: 
1. A review of the evidence describing disparities in health and health 

care outcomes in the target conditions;
2. A review of the causes and factors associated with disparities in the 

target conditions, evidence of effective interventions, and gaps in 
existing work; 

3. An environmental scan of performance measures currently in use of 
under development to assess effective interventions;

4. The identification of gaps in measurement and the extent to which 
stakeholders are employing effective interventions;

5. The development of a conceptual framework to guide performance 
measures;

6. Recommendations for measure development to asses efforts to reduce 
disparities in health and health care in the target conditions. 



How we’ll build on the Committee’s 
Existing Work
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Reports 
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Report Dates 

Disparities in Healthcare and Health 
Outcomes in Select Conditions 

1st Draft Report: December 15, 2016
1st Final Report: January 15, 2017

Causes and Factors Associated with
Disparities in Healthcare and Health 
Outcomes in Select Conditions 

2nd Draft Report: February 15, 2017
2nd Final Report: March 15, 2017

Conceptual Framework for Measure 
Development 

3rd Draft Report: May 15, 2017
3rd Final Report: June 15, 2017

Recommendations for Measure 
Development 

Draft Report: July 15, 2017
Final Report: September 15, 2017

Public comment period (30-day) to follow final draft report



Meetings 
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Meeting Dates

Committee Web Meeting #1 Oct 19, 2016

Committee Web Meeting #2 January 2017

Committee In-Person Meeting #1 (2-day) March 2017

Committee In-Person meeting #2 (2-day) June 2017

Committee Web Meeting #3 September
2017

All meetings are open to the public and NQF members 
Meetings are webcast and recordings are posted on the project page.
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Literature Review



Objectives
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 Describe the evidence of the disparities in healthcare and 
health outcomes in the target conditions

 Describe effective interventions in reducing disparities in the 
target conditions 
▫ Identify performance measures to assess the impact of those 

interventions
 Disparities in each condition will be examined based on 

following social risk factors: 
» Socioeconomic position
» Race, ethnicity, and culture
» Residence and community 
» Disability

 The literature review will describe the separate effects of 
each risk factor on the target conditions 



Approach 
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 Review grey literature, peer 
reviewed publications, white 
papers, news articles, and  websites
 Publication between 2006-2016
▫ U.S. only  
 Use MeSH terms with multiple key 

words related to the conditions and 
social risk factors 
 Key informant interviews
 Obtain input from Committee on 

sources found (continuous) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZstuch-LPAhUG5CYKHQeADTwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.hsnsudbury.ca/portalen/library/Health-Sciences-Library/Conducting-a-Literature-Review&bvm=bv.135974163,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEhWpVYqbWk7YPanY1x3OENAMhH3A&ust=1476801139093431
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZstuch-LPAhUG5CYKHQeADTwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.hsnsudbury.ca/portalen/library/Health-Sciences-Library/Conducting-a-Literature-Review&bvm=bv.135974163,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEhWpVYqbWk7YPanY1x3OENAMhH3A&ust=1476801139093431


Discussion Questions 
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 Are there particular systematic reviews that should be 
targeted to describe the disparities? 

 What are examples of effective interventions that have 
reduce disparities in the target conditions? 
▫ What sources should be targeted to identify these interventions? 
▫ What are examples of performance measures that have been 

used to assess the impact of these interventions? Where can 
these measures be found? 

▫ What level of impact is considered effective? 
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Update on the NQF SES Trial Period
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Opportunity for Public Comment 



Next Steps 
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 1st draft report December 15 
 January web meeting
 Schedule in-person meeting and 

future web meetings
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