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Post-Evaluation Measure-Specific Comments on Primary Care and Chronic
lliness Spring 2022 Submissions

NQF #0729 Optimal Diabetes Care (Recommended)
Cindy Lemek, Wound Ostomy Continence Nursing Certification Board; Submitted by Cindy Lemek
Comment ID#: 8135 (Submitted: 08/26/2022)

Council / Public: HPR
Level of Support: N/A

Comment
The Wound Ostomy Continence Nursing Certification Board (WOCNCB®) is pleased to make
comment regarding the NQF Measure Number 0729 Optimal Diabetes Care. Founded in 1978, the
WOCNCB®is a non-profit professional, international nursing organization certifying more than
9,000 registered nurses who are specialists in the fields of wound, ostomy, continence, and foot
care. As such, please find the following comments regarding optimal diabetes care and the
prevention of diabetic foot ulcers. Diabetes is the most common cause of peripheral neuropathy,
which can lead to foot ulceration and potentially an amputation. “Every year, more than one
million people with diabetes mellitus (DM) suffer limb loss, and approximately 80% of DM-related
lower extremity amputations (LEAs) are proceeded by a foot ulcer” (2021 Guideline, JWCON
pg.267). Diabetic foot ulcers (DFU) and amputations not only lead to significant patient morbidity
and mortality but also considerable financial burden on the health care system. It is estimated that
the cost of managing patients with DFUs ranges from 9-13 billion dollars a year (Raghav, Khan,
Labala, Ahmad, Noor & Mishra, 2018). Prevention of DFUs begins in the primary care setting. Early
detection of the risk for DFUs in conjunction with patient education will decrease morbidity, foot
ulceration, and the need for lower limb amputations. (Ahmad, Asif, Saleem, Majeed & Bint-E-Athar
2017). Primary care interventions to prevent diabetic foot ulcers and amputations mayinclude
routine foot screening and inspection, assessing for appropriate footwear, ordering specialized
shoes when necessary, and providing the patient with education on prevention of foot ulcers.
Patient education includes the need for daily self-foot inspection, never walking barefoot, seeking
professional callus care, wearing appropriate shoes, proper skin and nail care, testing water
temperature before use, and seeking care when changes in the feet arise. WOCNCB is dedicated to
promoting excellence in wound, ostomy, continence, and foot care nursing. We strongly
recommend that the NQF add prevention of diabetic foot ulcers to the measure description. Thank
you for your consideration. References: 1. Ahmad, A., Asif, K., Saleem, M., Majeed, H. A., & Bint-E-
Athar, H. (2017). A study of risk factors of diabetic foot ulcers. PakistanJournal of Medical & Health
Services, 11(1), 174-176. 2. 2021 Guideline for Management of Patients with Lower-Extremity
Wounds Due to Diabetes Mellitus and/or Neuropathic Disease: An Executive Summary. Journal of
Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nursing: May/June 2022 - Volume 49 - Issue 3 - p E5 3. Raghav, A,,
Khan, Z. A., Labala, R. K., Ahmad, J., Noor, S., & Mishra, B. K. (2018). Financial burden of diabetic
foot ulcers to world: a progressive topic to discuss always. Therapeutic advances in endocrinology
and metabolism, 9(1), 29-31. https://doi.org/10.1177/2042018817744513
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Developer Response

Thank you for your comment! MNCM agrees that promoting daily foot care and assessment by
providers is an important part of preventing diabeticfoot ulcers and lower extremity amputation. Our
diabetes composite measure does not contain a process measure component for foot exam; however, it
does contain a very important intermediate outcome relatedto long term microvascular complications -
hemoglobin Alc control. Glycemic control is one of the best tools to prevent or significantly delay
problems with peripheral neuropathy and peripheral vasculature. There is another NQF endorsed
measure specifically related to diabetes foot exam, NQF #0056 Diabetes Foot Exam stewarded by the
National Committee for Quality Assurance that can be utilized. The denominator for the measureis:
Patients 18-75 years of age by the end of the measurement year who had a diagnosis of diabetes (type 1
or type 2) during the measurement year. The numerator is: Patients who received a foot exam (visual
inspection and sensory exam with monofilament and pulse exam) during the measurement period.
Collette Cole, RN BSN CPHQ Clinical Measure Developer MN Community Measurement

NQF Response
Thank you for your comment. It has been shared with the Standing Committee and the measure
developer.

NQF Committee Response
N/A

Public Comments on Primary Care and Chronic lliness Spring 2022 Draft Report

No comments were received pertaining to the draft report.

Pre-Evaluation Measure-Specific Comments on Primary Care and Chronic lliness
Spring 2022 Submissions

No comments were received pertaining to the draft report.
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