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Welcome

 The CenturyLink web platform will allow you to visually follow the 
presentation

 Please mute your lines when you are not speaking to minimize 
background noise.

 Please do not put the call on hold. 

 You may submit questions to project staff via the CenturyLink web 
platform chat function.

 You may raise your hand using the CenturyLink web platform.

If you are experiencing technical issues, please contact the NQF project team 
at renal@qualityforum.org 
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Project Team
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Samuel Stolpe,
PharmD, MPH
Senior Director

Janaki Panchal,
MSPH
Manager

Teja Vemuganti,
MPH
Analyst

Yemsrach Kidane, 
MA, PMP
Project Manager



Agenda
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Attendance

Review and Discuss Public Comments 
NQF Member and Public Comment

Next Steps
Adjourn 



Attendance
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Renal Fall 2019 Cycle Standing Committee 
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 Constance Anderson, BSN, MBA (Co-
Chair)
 Lorien Dalrymple, MD, MPH (Co-

Chair)
 Rajesh Davda, MD, MBA, CPE
 Elizabeth Evans, DNP
 Michael Fisher, MD, MSPH
 Renee Garrick, MD, FACP
 Stuart Greenstein, MD
 Mike Guffey
 Debra Hain, PhD, APRN, ANP-BC, 

GNP-BC, FAANP
 Lori Hartwell
 Frederick Kaskel, MD, PHD
 Michael Somers, MD

 John Wagner, MD, MBA
 Myra Kleinpeter, MD, MPH
 Alan Kliger, MD
 Mahesh Krishnan, MD, MPH, MBA, 

FASN
 Lisa Latts, MD, MSPH, MBA, FACP
 Karilynne Lenning, MHA, LBSW
 Franklin Maddux, MD, FACP
 Andrew Narva, MD, FACP, FASN
 Jessie Pavlinac, MS, RD, CSR, LD
 Mark Rutkowski, MD
 Bobbi Wager, MSN, RN
 Joshua Zaritsky, MD, PhD



Review and Discuss Public 
Comments
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2979 Standardized Transfusion Ratio for Dialysis 
Facilities
 Measure Steward: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

 Maintenance 

 Brief Description of Measure:
 The risk-adjusted facility-level transfusion ratio “STrR” is specified for all 

adult dialysis patients. It is a ratio of the number of eligible red blood cell 
transfusion events observed in patients dialyzing at a facility, to the 
number of eligible transfusion events that would be expected under a 
national norm, after accounting for the patient characteristics within each 
facility. Eligible transfusions are those that do not have any claims 
pertaining to the comorbidities identified for exclusion, in the one-year 
look back period prior to each observation window.

 Criteria where consensus was not reached: None

9



 Concerns:
 The committee were satisfied with the evidence and performance gap demonstrated in the 

analysis.
 The committee was concerned about excluding Medicare Advantage patients due to incomplete 

claims data, as this group have been increasingly represented in the population of patients 
receiving dialysis. Without full claims data, the developer stated it is impossible to accurately 
risk adjust the measure results or capture of transfusion events and exclusions would be 
incomplete, threatening the validity of the measure.

 The committee was satisfied with the reliability and validity of the measure and didn’t express 
any concerns about the feasibility, use and usability.

 Summary of Comments Received: One comment received
 Commenter expressed several concerns related to attribution, noting that dialysis 

facilities do not have adequate control over the circumstances that dictate when 
and if a transfusion occurs. Commenter notes that while dialysis facilities have some 
ability to influence anemia, they suggest that other measures would be more 
appropriate to capture this. Commenter suggests that this would be more 
appropriate to attribute to hospitals.
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NQF Member and Public Comment
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Next Steps
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Activities and Timeline – Fall 2019 Cycle
*All times ET

Meeting Date, Time

CSAC Review November 17-18, 2020

Appeals Period (30 days) TBD



Project Contact Info

 Email:  renal@qualityforum.org

 NQF phone: 202-783-1300

 Project page:  http://www.qualityforum.org/renal

 SharePoint site:  
http://share.qualityforum.org/Projects/renal/SitePages/Home.aspx
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mailto:primarycare@qualityforum.org
http://www.qualityforum.org/Primary_Care_and_Chronic_Illness.aspx
http://share.qualityforum.org/Projects/Project/SitePages/Home.aspx


THANK YOU.

NATIONAL QUALITY FORUM
http://www.qualityforum.org
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