Call for Nominations
Health Information Technology Advisory Committee (HITAC)

The Health Information Technology Advisory Committee (HITAC) is a standing committee of
the NQF Board of Directors. The committee provides specific expertise on NQF’s Health
Information Technology (IT) related projects.
CHARGE TO HITAC
•

Provide guidance to support the transition to electronic performance measurement;

•

Provide multi-stakeholder input and collaboration among measure developers, electronic
health record (EHR) vendors, and users on best practices to support performance
measurement, reporting, and improvement;

•

Provide expert input for the Health IT infrastructure needed for electronic performance
measurement, including the data standards needed to support data capture and quality
reporting, consistent representation and harmonization of data elements and quality
measures, and a forum for multi-stakeholder input.

BACKGROUND
NQF supports creating an electronic infrastructure for quality improvement. An important area
of this infrastructure includes the Quality Data Model (QDM). The QDM is an information
model that clearly defines concepts used in quality measures and clinical care. It is intended to
enable automation of structured data capture in EHRs, PHRs, and other clinical applications. It
provides a grammar to describe clinical concepts contained within quality measures in a
standardized format so individuals (i.e., providers, researchers, or measure developers)
monitoring clinical performance and outcomes can concisely communicate necessary
information. The QDM also describes information so EHRs and other health electronic systems
can consistently interpret and easily locate required data.
More information on NQF’s Health IT goals and projects can be found on the NQF Health IT
web page.
COMPOSITION
The HITAC is composed of between twenty (20) and twenty-five (25) individuals appointed by
the NQF Board of Directors. HITAC members shall serve as individuals, not as representatives
of another organization. Each member may serve a maximum of two (2) three-year terms on
HITAC. To stagger the appointment cycle, inaugural HITAC members are serving one-, two-, or
three-year terms. This Call for Nominations is to fill the second staggered re-appointment cycle.
Members of HITAC represent a wide range of healthcare stakeholders, including consumers,
providers, purchasers, suppliers, and public and community healthcare organizations. The
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Committee also includes non-voting federal liaisons from the Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Indian Health Services, the Office of
the National Coordinator, and the Veterans Health Administration.
TIME COMMITMENT
The HITAC meets several times per year through a combination of in-person and conference
calls:
•

January 11: Conference Call 3:00-5:00 pm ET

•

March 22: In-person Meeting 8:00 am- 4:00 pm ET

•

May 9: Conference Call 3:00-5:00 pm ET

•

July 18: In-person Meeting 8:00 am- 4:00 pm ET

•

September 10: Conference Call 3:00-5:00 pm ET

•

November 8: Conference Call 3:00-5:00 pm ET

Interested parties may attend the January 11th conference call as a member of the public. Selected
HITAC members will begin their term with the March 22nd in-person meeting.
In addition to the full committee meeting schedule above, subcommittees meet separately as
needed.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:
HITAC members are eligible to serve a maximum of two 3-year terms. Current HITAC members
whose terms expire after the January 11, 2013 conference call are eligible to reapply.
NQF is specifically seeking expertise in the following areas:
• Health IT policy and standards
• Health IT utilization and management
• Clinical terminology
• Quality measurement and improvement
• Health IT software and solutions development and implementation
NQF requires potential and current committee members to disclose certain interests that may be
relevant to Members’ service on committees and panels. If a conflict of interest exists, the
potential or current Member may be disqualified from service on a committee or panel, or
disqualified from considering a particular matter before the committee or panel. For purposes of
this Policy, the term “conflict of interest” means any financial or other interest that could (1)
significantly impede, or be perceived to impede, a potential or current Member’s objectivity, or
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(2) create an unfair competitive advantage for a person or organization associated with a
potential or current Member.
Priority will be given to nominations from NQF Members. Please note that nominations are to an
individual, not an organization, so “substitutions” of other individuals from an organization at
conference calls are not permitted.
MATERIAL TO SUBMIT
Self-nominations are welcome. Third-party nominations must indicate that the individual has
been contacted and is willing to serve.
To be considered for appointment to the HITAC, please send the following information:
•

a completed nomination form;

•

confirmation of availability to participate in the above meeting schedule, beginning with
March 22nd in-person meeting;

•

a 2-page letter of interest and a short biography (100 characters), highlighting
experience/knowledge relevant to the expertise described above;

•

curriculum vitae or list of relevant experience (e.g., publications) up to 20 pages; and

•

a completed conflict of interest form.

All materials should be submitted via the online nomination form.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION
All nominations MUST be submitted by 6:00pm EST on Tuesday, January 8, 2013.
QUESTIONS
If you have nomination-specific questions, please contact Connie Bach at
nominations@qualityforum.org.
If you have HITAC-specific questions, please contact Elizabeth Carey at 202.783.1300 or
ecarey@qualityforum.org. Thank you for your assistance!
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